
Ms.McKeon’s students Junior Infants 

I hope that everyone is keeping safe and well. These are some ideas for the 

students that I teach for the next fortnight (18th-29th May 2020), not everything 

here may be applicable to your child so just use whatever you find helpful. 

Many resources are available online and many textbooks can be found on 

schoolbook websites eg: cjfallon, folens. Also Youtube is a great resource for 

children that like some screen time. Any activity or play that your child does 

can have a learning benefit.  

Stay well 

Ms.McKeon 

 

Mathematics 

 Counting to 12 as often as possible. They should practice:  Count 

forwards  Count backwards  Count forwards/backwards from different 

starting points. 

  Some suggested activities:  

 Rhythm counting- use actions such as: clapping, slapping, tapping. Children chant number 

words in time with the rhythm  

 Counting apple (pendulum) Children chant numbers in time to a swinging apple (weight 

attached to a long string). This can also be used for counting quantities/sets of objects 

 Stand and Sit game: Children stand and then sit while saying the number sequence 

required  

 Clap and Snap game: Count forwards clapping in time, then count backwards snapping 

fingers in time  

 Stamp and tap: Count forwards stamping feet in time. Stop at required number word and 

turn in opposite direction. Now count back tapping their shoulders in time. (Do this without 

pausing!) 

 Counting songs and rhymes (eg: five little ducks, five little speckled frogs, 

ten in the bed) all can be found on Youtube. 

 Online Games for counting and recognising shapes 
https://www.education.com/game/counting-pizza-party/ 
https://www.education.com/game/counting-in-the-kitchen/ 
https://www.education.com/game/2d-3d-shapes/ 

 Recognising the numbers 1-10 (write them on a sheet and ask what they 

are) 

https://www.education.com/game/counting-pizza-party/
https://www.education.com/game/counting-in-the-kitchen/
https://www.education.com/game/2d-3d-shapes/


 Writing the numbers 1-10 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47yz_StRmi0 

 

Reading 

 Listen to a story everyday if possible, there are loads of stories available 

on youtube on storyline online if books are not available. 

 Ask your child questions about the story they have listened to or ask 

them to retell it in their own words 

 Revise the tricky words (we, be, was, to, do, of) 

 Revise Jolly Phonics sounds (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2HYM9VXz9k) 

 

 

Writing 

 Practice writing the students name as often as possible (outdoor chalk, 

tracing with finger on the table, in the air, using different colours etc…) 

 Remind your child about the ‘froggy fingers’ way to grip a pencil (they 

have practiced this at school, this video may help; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISmVrXHG-rY 

 practice writing the letters b, h, n, m, p, r- they all follow the same 

starting formation- down, up and over 

Fine and gross motor skills 

PINCHER GRIP This is using the thumb and index finger together and is used to 
pick up and move small objects. PINCER GRIP This is using the thumb, index and 
middle finger to coordinate and move objects, this is also the tripod grip used 
when holding a pencil for writing. 
Activities include for pincher and pincer: 

 Picking up mini pom-poms – You need some mini pom-poms in a bowl, tweezers and 
an ice-cube tray. Show the child how to pick up the pom-pom with the tweezers and 
place in the ice-cube tray. 

 Spooning – Another one that is easy to increase the difficulty by changing what you set 
out. Use two bowls, one with the beans/rice/marbles/pom-poms and a spoon. Move the 
objects from one bowl to the other. 

 Peeling fruit – anything in fact that needs peeling, satsumas are perfect, nuts, bananas. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47yz_StRmi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2HYM9VXz9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISmVrXHG-rY


 Counting – activities which use small objects as counters. You don’t need anything 
special to do this, coins, buttons, Lego pieces, sticks… 

 Using scissors – just cutting to start with then cutting on the line, shapes etc.   

 Matching coloured paper clips – to coloured dots on a card.  
 Picking seeds out of a fruit or vegetable such as pumpkin, this works as a sensory 

activity too. 
 Playdoh –Making peas or beans or eyes, anything that involves rolling the playdoh 

between the thumb and fingers is good.   
 Popping bubble wrap –It does need to be between two fingers to be working the right 

muscles. 
 Learning to tie laces  

 

http://www.jojoebi-designs.com/2008/12/penguin-counting-cards.html
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